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The Vanity of Birth and Titles, with the Abfurdity of claiming 
Refpe® without Merit. 


Omne animi vitium tanto confpectius in fe 
Crimen habet, quanto major qui peccat 
Habetur.-------------- JUVENAL, 


I was born with Greatnefs , 
I've Honours, Titles, Power, here within : 
All vain external Greatnefs I contemn. 
Am I the higher, for fupporting Mountains ? 
The taller for a Flatterer’s humi le bowing ? 
Have I more Room for being « ~ong’d with Followers ? 
¥ The larger Soul for baviny au my Thouhts, ' 
Fill d with the Lumber of the State Ailairs ? 
Honours and Riches are all fplendid Vanities, “ 
They are of chiefe/t Ufe ta Fools and Knaves. 
Crown. 


Life, is an Uluftrious Proof of the Benignity and Wifdom of the fupreme 
Governor of the Univerfe. From this vaft Diverfity naturally refule Superiority 

and Preheminence in fome, and Dependence and Subjection in others. To ~ 

this natural Difference of Character, Society has introduced the additional Diftin@ion 
of a political Difparity, by conferring on various of its Members, a Variety of Honours 
and Privileges in a gradual Subordination from the chief Magiftrate, to the leaft dignified 
of his Subjects. Hence we owe a becoming Regard to thofe who are advanced by the 
Wifdom of the common Wealth, in Proportion to their Elevation, unlefs they forfeit ie 
by their Demerit. But an indifcriminate Refpe& for Men in confpicuous Stations, 
barely on Account of their extraneous Advantages, tho’ they abufe and pervert them, 
degenerates into a Vice, and is introductive of the moft pernicious Mitchiefs. Real 
Dignity and Worth are perfonal and intrinfic. ‘They cannot be derived from Princes, 
nor entailed on Titles. A Knave diftinguifhed with Honours and Affluence, is only a 
more confpicucus and mifchievous Knave. I have known an humble. Husbandman of 
eminent Merit, and an exalted Favourite, that deferved the Gallows, Wealth and 
Preferment may exhibit a dazling Exterior, while the Heart continues the Receptacle 
of the moft execrable Impurities. Blood cannot adorn the Mind, but the Mind enobles 
the Blood.. Tis more honourable, i nfinitely more honourable to live great, than to be 
greatly defcended. A Man of Vices a Name of Honour for the moft illuftrious 
Potentate, nor can the Splendor of a a compenfate the Lofs of folid Greatneis. 
A pespicanLe Wretch loaded with Preferment, is the mere contemptible by being 
placed in a ftronger Point of Light. The heedlefs Multitude may be ftruck with the 
Glitter of Wealth and Titles ; but the confiderate Part of Mankind will. diftinguith 
between the fpecious Agectranse, and the glorious Reality. They relu& at revering 
Titles mifplaced, which are only like Sails fwoln with Wind, that overfets every 
Veffel better rigzed than balafted. 


ci HE great Varigty of Powers, Charaéters and Conditions, fo obvious in Human 
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---“ J look down on him 
“* With fuch Contempt and Scorn, as on my Slave 
“ he meant and dil Good in bim 
‘ “ He imi jue from bis and Sirds Apbes : 
“ For had not their viteria: 46 i ed 
“* His Titles to bim, and wrote on bis Forebead 
“ This is a Lord,----be had liv'd unobjerv'd 
“ he Name of Mark, and died as one 
* Among ft the commen Rout.” ---- 


A virtuous Life is the moft auguft Title in the World. Our Births are ous 
Anceftors, but our Merit is our own. Greatnefs of Soul -refides not in the 
Trappings of State, nor hath the leaft Connection with Names and Pedigree. 
Where there is no Difference in Men’s Actions, Titles are Jefts. A Fool or a Rogue 
arrayed with the Badges of Honour, is a more drol] Figure than a Monkey dreft in 
Purple. 

A wise Man will admire Goodnefs, wherever he finds it. Whether it be cloathed 
in Rags, or attir'd in Ermine, it attracts his Efteem, and. commands Veneration. He 
confiders it as‘that which alone can give Diftin@tion to Men, and without which, all 
their adventitious Honours are but like empty Pictures, to fupply the Abfence of inward 
Excellence. 

"Tis a noble Character which the Poet gives of a Prince, who preferred Men 
according to their Merit ; . 

#4 No future Titles fwelld him ; in bis Sight, 
The worthy Man feem'd greater than the Knight ; 
True Honour be to Merit chain’d, and found 
Defert the Title gives, Kings but the Sound.” 
: ‘ Lieven. 
*T were to be with'd, that all Monarchs, and their Reprefentatives, would imitate 
the Example of this judicious Sovercign. "Tis truc, the Introduction of fuch a Cuftom, 
~would, in fome Countries, create a little Confufion. How many ftately Perfonages 
would -be remanded to their original Obfcurity ? And what a Number of brilliant Figures, 
r when ftripp’d of their external Dignities, would be reduced to their native Meanefs and 
Infignificancy ? But then this Diforder would be fully compenfated, by the fuperier 
Advantages flowing from fo wife an Eftablifhment. It would doubtlefs be found the 
fitteft Expedient that could be devifed, for advancing the Happinefs of Society, as well as 
promoting the moft fublime and generous Virtue. 

But Honours are feldom difpens’d according to Merit. Sometimes the meer Caprice 
of the Prince, raifes a Man to the higheft Offices of the State. At other Times a Minion 
is magnificently rewarded for his great Dexterity, in ruining a People to replenith the 
Royal Coffers. Puilip Comines, tells us, that at the Battle of Aont'hery, fought between 
Lewis XI. of France, and Cuarres Duke of Burgundy, fome loft their Offices for 
flying, which were beftowed on others who fled ten Leagues beyond them. 

I HAvE long obferved, that the Way to Eminence is not always open to perfonal 
Worth. There is a more dire&t Road to Advancement, which it were eafy to point out, 
did I not decline offending my Betters. But an antient Story 1 hope. I may relate 
without giving Umbrage to any. When Euripides’s Father told him, he was knighted, 
he fmartly replyed, Good Father, you bave that which every Man may have for bis Money. 
I believe this Remark has been often verified fmce the Days of Euripides. But I deem it 
my peculiar Happinefs, that it is not applicable to the Province in which I live. 

A Foot, fays an Author, has great need of a Title. It teaches Men to call him 
Count and Duke, and to forget his proper Name of Fool. ' 
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Tuave often been pleafed with the Anfwer of a Spartan, to a Man who asked him 
what Titles and Diftinétions they had in his Country? “ Only fuch, reply’d he, as are 
«« made by Merit. We mind not Blood, nor a vain ‘Title floating on that Stream : 
*« Amongft us, great Actions only beget great Sounds, Your high-fprung Blood will 
** be loft in Sparta, where you muft give Place to aged Matrons, whofe greateft Riches 
* are their hoary Heads.” The Spartan had a juft Idea of the rational Claim to Efteem 
and Reverence. But I remember a mighty Potentate, who is of Opinion, that a 
Catalogue of fwelling Titles, is peculiarly efficacious to awe and humble his Subjects. 
The King of Bifnegar, in the Eaft-Indies, has honoured himfelf with the following 
Titles : ** The Hufband of good Fortune; God of great Provinces ; King of the greateft 
Kings, and God of Kings ; Lord of all Horfe Forces ; Mafter of thofe who know not 
how to {peak ; Emperor. of three Empires ; Conqueror of all that he feeth, and 
Keeper of all that he conquers; Dreadful to all the eight Coafts of the World; the 
Vanquither of Mahometan Armies ; Ruler of all the Provinces which he hath taken; 
Taker of the Riches and Spoils of Ceilen ; which far exceeds the moft valiant Mcn ,; 
which cut off the Head of the invincible Viravalalan ; Lord of the Eaft, North, South, 
and Weft; Hunter of Elephants; which liveth and glorieth in Virtue military ; 
who reigneth and governeth the World.” Now, if amidft all this pompous Nonfenfe, his 
Bifnegarian Majefty is rapacious and tyrannical, defpoiling his Subjects, and delighting 
in human Miferics, is it poffible for any rational Creature to love and reverence him ? 
Of what Avail is it to his Subjeéts, whether he be ftiled The Hufband of good Fortune, 
while they groan under Bondage and Mifery? Can his fancying himfelf the Ged of 
great Provinces, mend the Matter, while his fpacious Territories, are a fpacious 
uncultivated Wildernefs, and the difmal Theatre of Penury and Horror? Are his People 
the better for having their Monarch, entitled, King of. the greateft Kings, while he 
exceeds all the imperial Wolved of antient Rome in Tyranny and Rapine? Wherein 
confifts the mighty Bleffing of his being the Lord of all Horfe Forces, while he is enflaving 
the human Race, and depopulating his Kingdom ? Is he a proper Obje& of Love and 
Complacency, while he makes himfelf dreadful to all the World ? Or is he the more to 
be venerated for hunting of Elephants, if, at the fame Time, he imitates Nimaon, and 
makes Man his Prey ? 


Tuere is, perhaps, not a more dangerous Error, than to believe that we are bound 
to reverence Men for the Offices they fuftain, Without any Regard to their virtuous 
Qualities, or ufeful Actions. It is a Doétrine propagated by thofe, who, fenfible of 
their Wickednefs or Folly, endeavour to derive Honour from their Rank ; and to varnith 
their Demerit with the external Glofs of an elevated Station. Utterly deftitute of folid 
Glory, they would conftrain the Homage of the People by the Splendor of their Office, 
and make their Quality fecure that Veneration which they daily forfeit, or rather, were 
never entitled to, by their Conduct. As in Matters of Religion, nothing is more common 
with fome, than to fubftitute Forms and Ceremonies, Holy-Days, and Faftings, in the 
Room of inward Holinefs, and the fubftantial Duties of Morality : So in civil Life, 
nothing occurs more frequently, than to fee an eminent Knave demanding the popular 
Efteem on: Account of his Elevation. ‘This ridiculous Refpeét paid to Men of fuperior 
Rank, without any Regard to their moral Character, is the Source of the moft pernicious 
Confequences. It abates the generous Zeal of the true Patriot, when he obferves the 
moft abandoned, tho’ dignified Mifcreant, ‘receiving the Homage of the Multitude, while 
himfelf is either defpifed or forgotten. It encourages the fplendid Villain to continue in 
his Crimes, while he receives the Applaufe due to the moft refulgent Virtues. Whereas 
a Contempt proportionate to his Demerit, might fhame him out of his Vices, and work 
his Reformation. 


AGAIN, 
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AGain, were Men only refpected in proportion to the real Dignity of their 
Charaéters, greater would be the Number of thofe who had Merit. But when every 
worthlefs Wretch is reverenc’d on account of his Birth or Station, what Worwder is it, 
to find real Defert fo great a Rarity ?y } Avie 

To fee a Man claiming Reverence for a Name or a Title without doing Good, nay, 
often, while he is playing the Rogue, is the moft impudent and abfurd Demand that can 
be conceived. A Magiftrate hae promiotes the public Welfare, and ftudies the 
Hayppinels of the Community, is entitled to high Effcem, and can fcarcely mifsit. But 


—— 


if he does no Good, with al! his O " epg do ity who caf help defpifing him? 


Are we to fubvert the Reafon of ves and admire what we aught to hate? Are 
Weaknefs, 6r Pride, or Knavery, the Objects of Admiration, becaufe they refide in a 
Perfon loaded with Preferments ? Is it rational to bow down to a Coloffus, becaufe 
it is made to ftraddle and look big) ‘tho’ within, it is all Mortar or Lead? Are we to 
fanctify Wickednefs, and pay Obey farice to Tniquity, becaufe they are pompoully lodged, 
and decorated with a fair Outfide ? Jn a Word, are we to facrifice the indifputable Rights 
of Mankind, refulting from their natural Equality, to accidental and precarious 
Advantages, which have no real Merit in them? Men in Office are to be reverenced for 
theit public Services, and their Ufefulne(s to the Common Wealth. But when they 
are of no Service to the Community, or abufe the Truft repofed in them 5 how.can I 
refpect them for neglecting their Duty, and doing what deferves Diflike and Averfion ? 
Surely Refpect is neither annexed to Names nor Power. I have known the greateft 
Names commit the moft infamous Aftions ; and as for Power, the Devil has more of it 
than any Man. 

Tere is farce any Thing, in which our Eftcem is mote mifplaced, than in that 


common Inftance of toafting Healrhs. If there be any Senfe in Toatts, they were, 


doubtlefs, intended to exprefs a peculiar Regard for the Perfon toafted. But if we 
practife them without any Difcrimimation, between the beft and the worft of Men, we 


deftroy the very Defign of the Thing, and are guilty of the greateft Abfardity. And yet, . 


how oer a Perfon in Company, obliged to drink a forry Fellow, barely to avoid a 
Quarrel with 


+* much as I reverence his Office, which he does all he can to bring into Scorn ? J have 
« all poflible Eftcem for Quality, but if a Man of Quality acts jike an Ape, or a Clown, 
« or a Pickpocket, or a Profligate, 1 thal! heartily hate and defpife his Lordfhip, 
« notwithftanding my great Reverence for Lords. I honour Epifcopacy ; but if a Bithop 


« js a Hypocrite, a Time-ferver, a Tiaytor a Stock-jobber, or a Hunter after Power, 


« 1 fhall take Leave to fcorn the Prelate, for all my Regard for Prelacy. Jt is not a 
« Name however awful, nor an Office however important, that ought to bring or can 


*« bring Reverence to the Man who poffefle: them, if he acts below them, or unworthily 


«“ of them. Folly and Villany, ought to have no Affylum; nor can Titles fandtify 


« Crimes, however they may fometimes protect Criminals. A right honourable, or a : 
« right reverend Rogue is the moft dangerous Rogue, and confequently, the moft — 


———_— 
———/ 


“+ deteftable.” Z. 
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the Gentleman who toafts him? And how often doth a Man become a * 
reigning Toaft; for accidentally jumping into a Fortune, tho’ every Man in Company . 
knows him to be one of the greateit Scoundrels in the Community ?---I thall conclude ~ 
this Paper with an excellent Paragraph from Cato’s Letters. “ We mult deferve . 
 Reverence before we claim it. If a Man occupies an honourable Office, civil of . 
« facred, and aéts ridiculoufly or knavithly in it, do I difhenour that Office, by . 
«« gonpemning or expofing the Man who difhonours it ? Or ought I not to corn him as 
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